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INTERESTING WEBSITES

Time flies like
an arrow.

Fruit flies like
a banana.

by Skelton 'Dug' Dugger
Ft. Lewsis Rock Club News via Beehive Buzzer 6 + 7 

MINUTE HIGHLIGHTS of April 28, 2005
• The members watched a National Geographic video, 
"Splendid Stones", before the meeting.
• Our club received a card from the BC Gem Show 
thanking us for the interesting displays.
• Elaine Thompson took 1st place for the People's 
Choice at the BC Gem Show.
• The silversmithing course was enjoyed by all who 
attended.  
• A motion was made and carried to pay $150 for a 
paving stone for Queen St. Square.  It will have the 
club name and logo.
• Discussed how to get enough water on the diamond 
wheels.  Ken is working on a pump system.
• The Spin & Win workshop went really well.  The 
Grab bag and Rock Smash workshops will be held in 
the fall.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:50 followed by coffee and 
treats supplied by Marg.

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE

ROCK NEWS

Are fossils antiquities?

CLUB NOTICES

MON.
TUES.
WED.
THURS.

Lapidary
Lapidary
Faceting
Lapidary

8:30 AM - 12 noon
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
7:00 PM - 9:00 PM
8:30 AM - 12 noon

For faceting, contact Bill McCracken at 604-469-1726

Rock & Gem Newsletter
Port Moody

submitted by secretary Gail M

Associated Press
(Vancouver Province, Sunday, May 15, 2005)

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Next meeting:
Thurs., May 26th, 7:30 PM,

Arts Centre, 2425 St. Johns Street, PoMo.

Please note:
Thursday evening lapidary is canceled until the 
Kyle Centre is open again on Thursday nights.

SHANGHAI -A Canadian man is on trial in 
Shanghai on charges of illegally smuggling dinosaur 
fossils overseas. Pascal Barre was arrested along 
with his Chinese wife after customs officers seized 
eight dinosaur fossils the couple was allegedly 
attempting to mail to the United States.
   While prosecutors said it is illegal to ship such 
fossils overseas, Barre's lawyer was quoted as 
saying that it wasn't clear whether the fossils were 
even protected under antiquities laws.
   "There is no clear legal interpretation spelling out 
that ancient animal fossils are antiquities," Xu Qing 
was quoted as saying.
   Shanghai Daily said the couple purchased 38 
small and two large fossils for the equivalent of 
about $6,000 Cdn. They were seen at an antique 
shop used by a gang trafficking in fossils. They 
posted pictures of eight of the fossils on the Internet 
and shipped them after receiving payment of about 
$3,300 Cdn from an American buyer.
   The reports identified the fossils as those of adult 
keichousaurus, a small marine dinosaur that lived in 
ancient China during the Triassic period, roughly 
245-208 million years ago.
China Daily said the couple began selling a variety 
of fossils on the Internet two years ago.

"Just one more piece", you said.
Well, I knew this was gonna happen

sooner or later!

Potluck!

Bring your favourite dish, dishes for 
yourself, and your appetite.

Bragging rocks can be brought and admired 
in exchange for colourful stories about 

finding them!

Our June meeting
is our

annual
Summer
Potluck
Supper

Monday, June 13, 2005,
5:45 to 8:45 pm; dinner at 

6:00 pm at the Kyle Centre, Dance Room.

Sunshine



UPCOMING
EVENTS

•
Watch out for the Port 

Moody Rock Club Pot Luck 
Supper in June 2005.

No date has been set yet.
•

Field Trip: Hill 60 on 
Vancouver Isl., June 5/05

 Leader: Bob Morgan
 Meeting Place: 9 am, junction of 
Island Hwy. (Malahat) & Hwy. 18 

at the Esso gas station on the 
South East corner. Rick Hudson 

will be leading the trip
 Material: Rhodonite, jasper, garnet

 Contact: Bob Morgan, e-mail: 
cilorminerals@yahoo.ca

 Comments: High clearance 
vehicles only for final 10 km. 

Bring large hammers & chisels as 
we will be bashing boulders. 

Headlamps if you want to enter 
the darkened (bear-filled) adits.

•
Field Trip: Slesse Creek, 

June 19/05
 Leader: De Singleton

 Meeting Place: 9 am, Cottonwood 
Mall Burger King, 

Chilliwack/Sardis exit
 Material: Crinoid Fossils.

 E mail: De Singleton: 
outrockhounding@yahoo.ca
 Comments: High clearance 

vehicle ABSOLUTELY necessary- 
no cars. Bring tools rock hammer, 

chisel, large hammer.
•

SHUSWAP ROCK CLUB
June 25th & 26th, 2005 

"Open House Show & Sale"
 Sat. 10am - 5pm
Sun. 10am - 3pm

 Toad Hall (behind Toby's 
Restaurant), Tran Canada Hwy

 Sorrento, B.C.
 For more information contact: 

Pat Boden 
• and •

  FIRST INTERIOR 
ZONE TAILGATE SALE

June 26th, 2005 
 Sun. 10am - 3pm

 In conjunction with the Shuswap 
Rock Club "Open House"
 for info, see above

Rock of the Month

INSANE amount of money for the time period. It was later 
inherited by a descendant, Lord Francis Pelham Clinton 
Hope. His wife, formerly a prominent American actress, 
May Yohe, ran away with another man. She died in 
Boston, Mass., in 1913, practically penniless and 
forgotten. She had little regard for the Hope Diamond, 
and wrote the then owner, Evalyn Walsh McLean, 
commenting unfavorably on the jewel and the misfortune 
of it’s owners. Lord Hope eventually went bankrupt and 
again, the diamond vanished, only to be discovered by the 
estate trustees after it had been sold as a piece of costume 
jewelry.
  The next owner was Abdul Hamid II, Sultan of Turkey, 
Caliph of Israel, Prince of the Faithful, Master of the 
World (plus a few more lowly titles). His subjects called 
him Abdul the Damned and did not take lightly to his 
despotic rule. He squeezed $450,000 out of his subjects 
and paid the sum to a syndicate of diamond dealers. Then 
he gave the diamond to Subaya, one of the four wives and 
233 concubines who shared his harem. She wore the 
diamond well, but not well enough, and started palace 
intrigue against the Sultan, who found out and had her 
executed. One day, Mrs. Evalyn Walsh McLean attended 
a Turkish Court function and saw the famous blue 
diamond. She longed to possess it. Years passed and  
Abdul smuggled the jewel to Paris to be sold. Meanwhile, 
he was dethroned and received not a penny for the 
jewel…the proceeds were seized by his successors in 
government. Mrs. McLean bought the stone in January, 
1911 and wore it at her famous Washington parties. In 
1949, two years after her death, Harry Winston purchased 
the McLean collection which contained not only the Hope 
Diamond, but the Star of the East Diamond as well. He 
later gave it to the nation, and it is now on display in 
Washington D.C.
   In 1975, the stone was removed from it’s setting to be 
cleaned and weighed. It turned out to actually weigh 
45.52 carats rather than 44.50 carats. Many people believe 
the Hope is the largest blue diamond in the world. This 
isn't true, though. It's actually the 4th largest. It is 
however, the largest dark blue.

   The 45.52 carat steel blue Hope Diamond was found  
most likely in the Golconda area of India as a rough crystal 
weighing 112 carats. Legend has it the diamond came from 
the eye of an idol in a temple on the Coleroon River in 
India. If that is so, the eye must have had a mate, but the 
fate of "the other eye" has never come to light.
   In 1668, Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, a French gem merchant, 
sold a 112 3/16-carat (approximately 110.50 modern metric 
carats) blue diamond from India to King Louis XIV of 
France. The king had the stone recut into a heart shape in 
1673, improving its brilliance and reducing it to 67 1/8 
carats (69.03 modern metric carats).
   The legends of the ill-fortune following the possessor of 
the Hope Diamond are many. Louis XIV gave the diamond 
to Madame de Montespan, but she soon went into royal 
discard. Then came a day when a great festival was given 
in honor of the King. The Director of Finance, Nicolas 
Fouquet, borrowed the diamond, and the king, he thought, 
would be pleased with such a man of impressively good 
taste. After the party, Louis XIV had Nicolas arrested for 
embezzlement, regained the diamond, and Fouquet was 
made a “guest” of the Crown at the Fortress of Pignerol 
where he died 15 years later. 
   In 1749 Louis XV had the diamond set into a piece of 
ceremonial jewelry for the Order of the Golden Fleece, 
which also featured a large white diamond and a red spinel, 
and was only worn by the king. It was cut into a triangular-
pear-shaped stone weighing 67.50 carats, and was then 
known as the French Blue or the Tavernier Blue. Princess 
de Lamballie, and Marie Antoinette, other wearers of the 
jewel, both were guillotined during the French Revolution.
    During the Revolution, the diamond went missing. The 
whereabouts of the stolen blue diamond for the next twenty 
years remains a mystery. Finally, in 1812, a memorandum 
by John Francillon, a London jeweler, dated precisely 
twenty years and two days after the French Crown Jewels 
had been reported missing, documented the presence of a 
44?-carat (45.52 modern metric carats) blue diamond in 
England in the possession of London diamond merchant 
Daniel Eliason.
   In 1830, a large steel blue diamond of a different shape, 
and weighing only 44.50 carats appeared on the market in 
England and was purchased by Henry Thomas Hope, an 
English banker. In 1851 the diamond was shown at a 
London exhibition and was insured for a million dollars, an 

THE HOPE DIAMOND
- famous and infamous -

photo: Chip Clarke

Photo from the formal presentation of the Hope Diamond 
to the Smithsonian on September 10th, 1958. From left to 
right: Mrs. Harry Winston, wife of the donor; Leonard 
Carmichael, Secretary of the Smithsonian; Dr. George S. 
Switzer, Curator of Mineralogy.

sources:
•  Lapidary Journal, August, 1961
•  The National Gem collection, Jeffery E. Post
•  famousdiamonds.tripod.com


